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�Empowering landowners to say NO to destructive land use and say YES to sustainable land use!�

WELCOME to the latest news of the Natural Re-
sources Development Foundation (NRDF). 2013 is 
shaping up to be an excellent year in Forest for Life 
achievements. To better profile sustainable forest 
management to the world, in February we launched our 
new NRDF website which has met with positive feed-
back from visitors. In April, we farewell our Australian 
volunteer, Louisa McKerrow who has been with us for 
seven months, and hope to welcome a new volunteer 
later this year.

GROWING KNOWLEDGE
Tetepare Descendants� Association (TDA) staff 
hosted a successful week for five conservation and 
ecotourism workers from Kolombangara and Vella 
Lavella Islands in late 2012 on Tetepare Island.

Rangers from the Kolombangara Island Biodiversity 
Conservation Association (KIBCA) and the Barekasi 
Landowners Association enjoyed the �look and 
learn� expedition.

Taking the trip were 
rangers Wayne 
Tefenoli, Denis Poli 
Jack and Donald 
Saepio from 
Kolombangara, with 
ranger Elton Kukiti 
and ecolodge host-
ess Avu Hicki from 

Barekasi, Vella Lavella.

Working alongside the islands rangers, tour guides 
and hospitality staff, the five visitors had the oppor-
tunity to learn about the island�s conservation pro-
grams and ecotourism activities.

The rangers and Ms Hicki participated in a range of 
activities including tagging turtles, coconut crab 
monitoring, monitoring leatherback turtle nesting 
sites, compliance patrols and learning about and 
participating in the ecotourism experiences on 
Tetepare. Ms Hicki also looked at the hostess and 
hospitality side of operations such as catering and 
guest services.

For those attending it was their first opportunity to 
meet with other conservation rangers, guides and 
hosts working in the Solomon Islands and share ex-
periences and ideas.

As more communities establish conservation areas 
and ecotourism ventures, this type of networking, 
sharing of skills and ideas will become increasingly 
relevant and important for Solomon Islanders.

The Barekasi conservation team�s visit to Tetepare 
was supported by NRDF and Rufford Small Grants 
Foundation. Photo. Barekasi Conservation Area 
ranger Elton Kukiti (far right) measures a Trochus 
snail while KIBCA rangers Wayne Tefenoli and 
Donald Saepio record the details.

BAREKASI REFORESTATION
Since October 2012, the reforestation program in 
the Barekasi Forest area (Western Province) has 
been progressing very well. Thanks to funding by 
Dutch Provincial Government body, Gemeente Har-
denberg in The Netherlands, an additional 30 hec-
tares of damaged forest has been replanted with 12, 
000 small indigenous timber trees (mainly Vitex, Ca-
lophyllum and Pometia).

The reforestation 
work is being done 
by members of 30 
different Barekasi 
families involving 
men, women and 
children. These 
families, who
signed planting 
and maintenance 
contracts to manage the reforestation program, are 
appreciating the extra income from the program. 
The new planting will be maintained every month 
over a period of two years. 

The reforestation program was possible through a 
partnership with the Dutch Millennium Foundation 
(DMF) as part of a voluntarily carbon-offset project. 

This project began after a logging company illegally 
cleared Barekasi forest areas in 2007. After chasing 
out the logging company, the community is replant-
ing the felled area to help in the regeneration of the 
forest and try to reverse the compaction and 
creeper overgrowth that has occurred in other 
logged areas of the Solomon Islands. 

http://www.tetepare.org/
http://www.kolombangara.org/
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WEBSITE WELCOME
The NRDF team is delighted to announce the 
launch of our new website (www.nrdfsolomons.org).
Please visit the site! 

To better profile our Forest for Life project areas and 
activities and to welcome networking and marketing 
possibilities, the creation of a fresh, new web site 
was a great opportunity for us. 

This new website was made possible thanks to 
support from our key funding partners European 
Union and Brot f�r die Welt. Thanks to Louisa for 
leading the project and to all the NRDF team for 
their active contributions. The web site is a credit to 
the professionalism of our web developer, Melanie 
Brennan of BlueBee Consulting. 

The new website features many amazing images to 
profile Solomon Islands� strengths in sustainable 
forest management � and we thank Patrick Pikacha, 
Myknee Sirikolo, Carol Petasopa, Wilko Bosma, 
Anna Price, Family Beeson, Louisa McKerrow and 
friends for these images.

REDD+ READINESS 
NRDF was invited to participate in 19 - 21 February 
REDD+ Readiness information sessions in Honiara. 
Organised and funded by the UNREDD Solomon 
Islands� program, the week comprised of three 
meetings. The Solomon Islands REDD+ Taskforce 
meeting was opened by Permanent Secretary (Act-
ing) for the Ministry of Environment, Mr Frank Wick-
ham.

On 21 February, the 
Second Solomon Is-
lands UNREDD Pro-
gramme Executive 
Board Meeting was 
held. The meeting re-
viewed 2012 program
progress and approved 
the 2013 UNREDD 

work plan.

Assisting the work of the Programme Management 
Unit and providing government leadership within the 
Technical Working Groups, are the: Ministry of Agri-
culture and Livestock, Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change, Disaster Management and Mete-
orology, and Ministry of Forestry and Research.

NRDF�s Stephen Suti (third from left) was elected as 
co-chair of the Safeguard and Stakeholder En-
gagement Taskforce Committee, which safeguards
the implementation of REDD+ Readiness.

PINE PROFILE
One of NRDF�s Western Province partners is the 
Tusa Tribal Area located in Pine, Kolombangara
Island. A partner since 2009, Tusa has a total forest 
area of 600ha and a population of 300. Their domi-
nant forest type is hill rain forest. The Tusa commu-
nity is very active in livelihood projects, in particular 
coconut oil and honey bee keeping. In February 
2013, Louisa and Suti visited to meet with the com-
munity and see the progress of their livelihood pro-
jects. Images of the visit as follows.

ABOUT US NRDF is a Solomon Islands non- gov-
ernmental organisation that is committed to promot-
ing and supporting sustainable natural resource 
management by local landowners, in turn protecting 
social, economic and environmental assets. NRDF 
is determined to empower landholders to say no to 
destructive land use and say yes to sustainable land 
use, supporting their legal rights and ensuring the 
longevity of their forests for future generations.

Key NRDF funding partners are the European Union
and Brot f�r die Welt.

www.nrdfsolomons.org nrdf@solomon.com.sb
Phone +677 60912. PO Box 158, Gizo, 
Western Province, Solomon Islands

This document has been produced with financial assistance from the 
European Union (EU). The contents of this document are the sole 
responsibility of NRDF and can under no circumstances be regarded
as reflecting the position of the EU.

http://www.nrdfsolomons.org/
http://bluebeeconsulting.com.au/
http://nrdfsolomons.org/overview-of-tusa-tribal-area/
http://www.nrdfsolomons.org/
mailto:nrdf@solomon.com.sb

